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Best in Basqu

Sanﬁgha'stién i< a European Capital of Culture for 2_1}16. Already regarded agsa
ta’p f&od destination, the city is set tbuse €ulture as a catalyst for cHange.
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After Queen Maria Christina made San Sebastian har
surnmer hame in the late 19" century, Spain's aristocrats
were nat far behind. & casing, an elegant beachside spa
and grand hatels and residences soon followed, and San
Sebastian enjoyed a golden age from the late 1800s until
1925, Much of the city's belle epoque architecture as wall
as its bridges, lampposts and other fixtures, especially
along La Concha Beach, are reminiscent of that tirme.

Many aristocrats would come to S5an Sebastian with
their servants in tow — cooks, maids and drivers — but
they alseo hired local people towork in their kitchens. San
Sebastian had become a resort town thanks to the queen,
and itdeveloped a workforce of Basque cooks who were
skilled in the preparation of haute cuisine.

Today, San Sebastian [also called by its Basque name,
Donostial is amoeng the mosk beautiful cities in Spain due
to its coastal setting and elegant architecture. It is also

arguably the Spanish capital of fine dining, with a trio of
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San Sebaclian celebrated ils slatus as a European Capital of Cultere

city on its feast day, January 20 foppositel. & view from the top of
Urgull Hill (below]; the Basilica of Santa Mariz del Coro (above right).

three-Michelin-starred restaurants and six athers with

one or bwo stars. |Lis also one of the maost important cities
in the Basque Country and is laking the time to reflecton
the decades of conflict that it has endured,

The Basgue Country spans national borders, with a
significant part of its population residing in France. While
Easque traditional music, art and sports are distinct from
those of the rest of Spain, today it is the Basque language
which predates Castilian Spanish! and culinary iraditions
that make it unique within the nation. Despite a period
during the Franco ers when the Basgue language was
banned, the vast majority of San Sebastian residents
speak Basgue. Both the language and culinary traditions
are points of pride for Basque people.

This year, San Sebastianis one of twe Europezn
Capitals of Culture [ECOC) for 2018, along with Wroctaw,
Poland. Opening ceremonies took placein late January

and events are planned throughout the year, including

MARCH 2016



thdlultefet = Wale iRy mEeicilM F2lojcl 22l BES §
MEIEO| SAIS BESHE UEis), MRS KB SAl8 AfEM
diflulgjole] - B2 AITHE Bl 5 ¢clioR sofx))

For the Tamborrada, part of the annual Feast of San Sebastian, which
lasts for 24 hours, cilizens dress as soldiers or cooks and parade
threugh the city [above). San Sebastidn's markets, including La
Bretxa, are an impertant part of its culinary culture lepposite),
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artexhibilions, concerts, plays, contemporary dance
performances and, of course, culinary events. But while
many previous European Capitats of Cullure focused on
presenting themselves to the rest of the continent, San
Sebastiin's approach is decidedly inward-looking.

“We want to give tools to the citizens to create a new
frame of coexistence and to create a new society that
is respectful of human rights,” says Pablo Berastegui,
general direclor of Donostia/San Sebastian 2016, He
says the city's bid for the ECOC was in response to the
decades-long conflict between Basque separatists and
the Spanish government, which did not officially end
until 2011, "It was decided that something was needed to
recover from the canflict, and a planwas made to create
this project and work together through culture. The result
is a program of activities thal work as a methodology to be
more empathetic to other people and be able to learn from

others and live tagether without quarrels,” he says,

MOANINGCALM

oidel EA) 4 Bohgeee] A e ke AlgEe] 48
ks g stopdol Al AApElAE] AR 2 5
TR st el imate] 2] M2 o) el F A
Folsic}, 5 o) 4|88) 58} 3 o) 4] Seje] AlH 2 A,
Y2e e 297 SN 7S L2072 g8
B A U E R B B SR Bl Fo
mte] ef2A=tsh B W) vkl a e s BARIR HElE
ez poshbe f3 B2lbrE A S s e xR g
dEolgehs l=E ot

Ao AERE AlSESe] 271 Faws BF0) ukm Ha)
ez, £03 Po| Y AT Fo)} mA Aeje Bz
Pl oF 5 Aaia] & galed, 207] vl e de
FEA PR QAN A 71 R AR A B AR
ol #r drf, Askz A7 A b 2ol g 1
ol A4EE o F wighi=x] w16 A of7leld Pk

et el HefellA] 3 A= b R v ole)
b eje ol 9127 F 8 F0) A3 AES mA olE
A Aot Wajsh g B T T B THE oA

5

SOMETHING COOKING While there will be a series
of poignant artand theater events that deal with the
tragedies of the conflict directly, San Sebastian ECOC is
going to be a party as well. Events kicked off on January
20 with the annual Feast of San Sabastian, the eity’s
biggest annual celebration. The day began with the
raising of the flag at midnight in Plaza de la Constitucion,
in the Old Town. The Tamborrada, in which groups of
people dressed as soldiers or cooks parade through the
city playing drums, hegan shortlythereaﬂer and lasted
untilthe flag was lowered the following day at midnight.
The spirit of the event fits well with the lifestyle of
Basque people, who enjoy going out and secializing at
the city's many bars and restaurants. San Sebastian’s
residents also love gastronomy clubs — places where
paople can cook together with their family and friends
in & restaurant-lke atmosphere. Chef Pedro Subijana,

who alongwith Juan Mari Arzak is considered one of the
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founding fathers of Mew Basque Cuisine, was entrusted
with creating the signature pinfxo for the ECOC,

Pintxos, a major passion and pastime in San Sebastian,
can be likened to the Basgque eguivalent of tapas — small
dishes that can be consumed in a few bites, The city's
pintxo bars are busy from the afternoon inte the evening
and often have large platters of food setouton the counter,
along with a menu of hot items that are made (o order. The
procedure is te helpyourcelf to whatever is on the counter
and then tell the serverwhat you ate whan you settle up.

San Sebastian’s most famous and ubiguitous pintiais
the Gilda, named atter a Rita Hayworth film. It consists of
an anchovy with olives and pickled peppers on a toothpick
inoil and is to be eaten in ane bite, Other typical pintxos
inctude Spanish omelets, garlic potatnes and croguettes.
Subijana created a variation of the Gilda called the Melina
Mercouri, named after the Greek politician and actress
whe founded the ECOC program. This pintxe is made from
anchavies, black kalamata olives and felz cheese,

When asked why San Sebastian has become sucha

celebrated destination for food, Subijana explains that
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San Sebaslian’s representative pindxo is the Gilda [above left);
the city's pintxe bars offer various bile-size dishes [opposital, &

procession in Plaza de la Constitucian on Janusry 20 {below].
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after the tity burned to the ground in the Siege of 5an
Sebastian in 1813 "they held meetings to discuss how
the city would be reconstructed. And at these meetings,
they cooked together — that's how gastronamy clubs
were invented.” He says gastronomy clubs made cooking
acompetitive sport, bath among the men whowere
members and theirwives, who needed to cook well
enough to entice their husbands to eatathome.
However, Subijana also says thal the Mew Basque
Cuisine revolution, which he began along with &rzak and
10 others in the 1970s, was all about collaboration. "We
decided to forget the competition and build somathing
together, sharing ideas while also recognizing the
accomplishments of each chef. We opaned the door to
new ideas and embraced the freedam to make new things
thatwere still based on traditional Basque cuisine,” he
says. Judging from all the Michelin stars, itseemslo bea

winning recipe. & By Matt Flemming Photagraphs by Baaz Rettern
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San Sebastian is known worldwide for its fine dining, but its food scene is far
more multifaceted, extending to pintxe bars and cider houses.
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San Sebastian’s ool thres-
Michelin-starred restauranis
hawe truly defined much of the
City's reputation around the
world. Arzak [www.arzak.Info),
Akelare aaakelarrenet]
and Martin Berasategui lwa
martinberasategui.comn| are
threaof enly eight rastaurants
wiith three stars in all of Spain.
The youngest of 5an Sebastidn's
starchefsisAndoni Luis
Aduriz. Bornin 1971, Aduriz
warked and trained with Arzak,
Subijana and Berasataqul
hafore opening Mugaritz, 2
two-star @stablishment that

Ml oij-2 Sofsich, 2 |n reached No & on the 2015
=5 dE2S =T b A Warld's 50 Best Rastaurants
AT st Bk ORSnE list. Rounding out the list of
et Dpd = 200} Michielin establishments are
28
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Hokotxa, Mirador de Ulia,
fuberoa, Mameda and Elkano,
Therzisfar more teSan

Sebastian cuising than fing
dining, and a gintros touris a
it The Old Town offers a
multitude of great pintxo bars,
giving awisiter tha opportunity
tohep fram one o anather in
rapid suecession. Same of the
mare expzrimental pinto bars
include & Fuege Megre [,
afueganegra.com|, which atfers
unigue dishes such as roasted
quailwithomion and carrot. La
Cucharada San Talmo lese.
lacucharadesantetma com|
offers another creative take

on pinoos, Finally, avisitts

one of San Sebastian’s apple
cider houses is 2 guintessential
experience. Cider houses
{sifreria in Spanish,
sagardolegia in Basquel are
mostly faund in the wllages
surrounding San Sebastian.
Cider houses typically offer a
sat many, and guests are free
tohelp thamsoelves toas much
apple cider as they wish,

Culture Capital

There is something o
experiance onvirtually every
day of theyear as partof San
Sebastian ECOC, From March
25t 27, the Stop War Festibala
Ferum, workshop and concert
Sertes aIms lo.give avoice

ta activstsleading the ight
againstwar, Bob Geldof will be
amang the artisis perfarming
on & £Tage alangside the

Maria Cristina Brdge. A

roughly §00km hike thraugh
the mountains af tha Hasqua
Country will take place mver 32
Sundays batwesan March and
Octeber: Tha project, called
2016 Bidea, will create a naw
network of footpaths under

the therns “cultureis made by
walking." Artist Maidar Lopez
of San Sebzstian, wha iswell
knmwr for her contemporary srt
projects and installatons, will
exhit fturriak/Fountsins untl
the and of October along La
Cancha Beach. The installation
involves a collection of old
drinking fountains, which could
once be foune on the streets of
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Organizers have plenty in store for both residents and visitors to San
Sebastian during 2016, from a concert series to an epic set of hikes.

San Sebastian. "These fountains
used tobe here in the 19805 and

"9 s when we were children,

5o for us they arg part of our
collective mamory This project
|z nak only about recevery, [tUs
ahout mermory,” says Ldpez,
The Music Box Festibala, taking
place throughout the year will
see 15 concerts haldin unlkely
urhan spaces, An event called
Withaut Saying Goodbye, &
Iribute to thase whowars kitled
during the Basaue canflict,
willtake place on three nights
throughaut the year, Another
eventwill see 10 professicnal
chefs from throughaut Europe
came to San Sebastian towork
with local chefs, including
legendary chef Juan Mari Arzak,
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Old Quarter
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The historicheart of San Sebastian is also its most stimulating area for
nightlife, and the area has its fair share of daytime attractions, too.
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Althoughn San Sahastian was
founded more than 800 years
ago, mostof the buildingsin
the Old Town dale back only
ahaut 200 years, as most of the
city was destroyed during the
Siege of San Sebastidn, Oncea
walked city, it was not until the
late 15" century that the walls
were torn down. Nevertheless,
the narrow cobblestone alleys
and sguares are home to great
hars and restaurants and
several cultural and historical
attractions, too. La Bretxa,
located in s nacclassical stone
fuilding, is the city's most
celebrated rarket, where loes|
people go to shap for produce,
meatand fish. ltis a great
place to busy cured meats and

sausage as well as Basque
chease such as [diazibal and
other deliczcies, The Basilica of
Santa Maria del Core s ane of

tha Old Town's mostimpressive
architectural attractions, This
18™-century church can be
found at the bottam of Urgull
Hill. The hill, which was once an
impartant military installation,
averlocks much af San
Sabastian and is notable for its
lowering statue of Jesus Christ.
[ine of San Sebastian's most
impartant cultural institutions
is'the San Telmo Museurn
[www santelmomuseos,

com). Openedin 190Zina
restored Dominican corvent,
itincludes a new extension
made from periorated
gluminum. The museum takes
a comnprehensie ook atthe
history, art and culture of the
Basgue Country. Justa few
steps gutside the Old Town is
City Hall, a magnificent muilding
that served 35 2 tasing from
1897 until the mid-1720s, when
gambling was prohibited.
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GETTING THERE

Barcelons and Madrid have
service 1o San Sebastian's
dornestic airport, but most
visilors Lo San SebastiEn

arrive via Bilbao Airperl, which

is the largesi in the region,
Hourly shutlle buses lravel
betwean Bilbao Airport and San
Sebaztisn's central bus slatian;
the schedule can be found on the
San Sebastian Tounsm website
Iwenws sanaeba stianturismo.
cam|. From dawntown, traveling
by ety bus io the outlying villages
is cheap and easy, The best
views of the city are from Montz
lguelda, everinoking La Concha
Bay at the wesl end of the beach.

WHEN TO GO
Hesides the dady events of
Eurcpean Capitsl of Cullures 2074,

San Sebastidn has several waorld-

class evenis worth checking out.
ILs jazz festival, alled Jazzaldia
[hitp:f¥hcinckenjarzaldia.com),

lakes place from July 2010 25, Ls

Semana Brande [the big wesk|
is the city's summer [estival

of music, sparting events and
lrewarks; it takes place in mid-

August. This year's San Sebastidn

Internatienal Film Festival [,
sansebastianfestivalcomn| runs
fram Septernber 14 to 26, 0f
course, 5an Sehastiin's biggesl
iy of the year is Januany 10, the
Feastal San Sebastdn.

WHERE TO STAY

San Sebastan’'s most prestiglaus

atcommuodation is the five-slar

Hetel Maria Cristina e hotel-

mariacnstina.com), lacated
alongside the Urumea River;
near thegrind bridge of the
same name, The lurary holel is
emblematic of the city's history
and retains the belle epoque
charm that gives the city its
unigue character The four-star

Hotel de Lendres y de Inglaterra

|wvrwhlondras.cam) is ene of
the maost classic hotels along
La Cancha Beach. Hotel Husa

Euiropa s hiisa es/enfhatel-
husa-suropa.him] is an slegant

yel economical hatel.

BARCH 2016

GETTING AROUND

Manyvisiiars fo 5an Sebashan
lako a pindees lour lrough the
Dld Tewn. While it is easy enough

1o explore on your swn, having

3 guide whe can inlreduce and
oxplain the culture of aating

and drinking in San Sebaslidn

15 well warth it Just Follow Me
[ jusifatlowne.coml iz a
tour operator that oflers pintxos
tours, wine tours and cooking
classes. It can even help arrange
a visit to one of the gastronomy
clubs, which are atherwise only
open to membars and their
quests: Te visit cider holses, o
trip to Astigarraga, southeast of
Sar Sebastidn, iz recomnmended.



